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3A. THE PROOF FOR THE PRE-TRIBULATIONAL RETURN: 

1 b. Passages dealing with the any-moment return of Christ: 

Even those who do not subscribe to the pretribulational Rapture, agree that the 
New Testament teaches the v ivid expectation of Christ's imminent coming. 
Numerous passages could be cited; two must suffice. 

1 c. Phil. 3:20 "For our citizenship is in heaven from which we look for the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ." 

The words translated "look for " speak of eager anticipation and intense 
yearning. The Second Advent of Christ is preceded by various signs 
(Matt. 24; Rev. 19). The Rapture could occur at any moment. 

2c. Titus 2: 13 "Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearance of 
the great God and our Savior, Jesus Christ." 

The term "looking for" means to awa it eagerly. Fo r the Christian the 
Rapture can be joyful ly anticipated, for it will del ive r him from sin, 
suffering and the coming tribulation ( 1 Thess. 1: 1 0; 5:9).

2b. Passages declari ng the believer's exemption from wrath: 

1c. 1 Thess. 1:10 "And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from-the wrath to come." 

2c. 1 Thess. 5:9 "For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ."

•• • • 

The context suggests that the wrath in these verses is not a reference to 
God's eternal wrath but to the wrath upon the Christ-rejecting world 
during the seven--year Tribulation. 

3b. The clearest text indicating the believer's exemption from the very period of 
tribulation: 

There is a clear verse which, taken in its normal historical-grammatical sense, 
forcefully teaches •the pretribulational rapture. 

Revelation 3: 10: "Becau·se thou hastkept the word of my patience, ! also will 
keep thee from the hour of temptation, which hall come upon all the world, to try 
them that dwell upon the earth." 

1 c. The_promise: 

Christ's promise to the church at Philadelphia (and to any subsequent 
church, Rev. 3: 11) is that the believers will experience protection from, 
not preservation during, the period of tribulation. 
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2c The protection: 

The phrase "keep frorn" is used only one other time in the New 
Testament, in John 17: 15, where our Lord prays that believers be kept 
from the evil one. This He does by transferring us into the kingdom of His 
beloved Son (Col. 1: 13). 

To be ·'kept from" is not the same as being "saved in." 

Believers in the tribulation will not be exempt from judgment or death 
(Rev. 6:9-11; 7:9-14. 14:1-3, etc.). 

As Charles Ryrie observes: "If the church will not be raptured before the 
hour begins. then the promise will not be fulfilled because many saints 
simply will not be preserved in the tribulation but will suffer and die along 
with unsaved people" (Revelation, 1996, 34). 

If you should be asked to present a clear proof text for the pretribulational 
rapture, Revelation 3: 10 would be it. Charles Ryrie shares the logical 
implications of the passage: "But how clear and plain the promise is. 'I. 
.will keep you from the hour of testing.· Not from just any persecution, but 
the coming tirne that will affect the whole earth. (The only way to escape 
worldwide trouble is not to be on the earth.) And not from just the events, 
bµt from the time. And the only way to escape the time when events take 
place is nott o  be in a place where time ticks on. The only place that 
meets those qualifications is heaven" (What You Should Know About the
Rapture, 1981. 117). 

The Removal from Temptation: Rev. 3:10b 

1 c. Protection: "Keep thee from the hour of temptatron" • 
2c. Preservation: "Keep the from the hour of temptation" 
3c. P·eriod: "Keep thee from the hour of temptation" 

PIHTRIBULA TIONISM 
i Will K'�EP YOU OUT 

.. . . 

-1 WI LL TAKE rou our OF-

POSTTRl�IJLA T IONISM 

"I WILL KE.EP YOU TN
'" 

AMILLEN·NIALISM 

"I WI LL TAK:E YOU tHROUGH" 
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The proof for the pretribulation rapture: 

THE RAPTURE 

� 

-CHRIST WILL COME

I CERTAINLY I 
JN. 14:3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come agam, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, [there] ye may 
be also. 

I SUDDENLY 

1 COR. 15:52 

In a moment, in the twinkling Qf an 
eye, at the: last trump: for the t�mpet 
sh�ll soWld, an� the dead shaU be 
rai.sed···incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. 

UNEXPECTEDLY 

1 IBESS. 5:2 

For yourselves know perfectly that the 
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in 
the night. 

PHIL. 3:20 

For our conversation is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Saviour. 
the Lord iesus Christ: 

I 

THE REVELATION 

� 

0 I A TMOSPHERic SIGNS: I 
ZECH. 14:6-7 

And it shall come to pass in that day, (that] 
the lisdtt shall not be clear, [nor] dark: But 
it shall be one day which s�all be lcn�wn to 
the WRD, not day, nor m�t: but 1t shall 
come to pass, [that] at evenmg time it shall 
be light 

© I ASTil.ONOMIC SIGNS: I 
MT. 24:29-30 

hnmediat�ly after the tribulation of those 
days sh�H the sun be darkened, and the 
m.09,n, �Mil.. not :give her li�t. ��-� the stars
shall fa)! from hC'1ven, ��e powers of 
the heavens shall be shaken: 30 And then 
sh�il ap�ar the :siWi _ of the Son of man in 
hca.ven: ,nd then .$hall �11 the tdbes (>f the 
earth mount iind .they slvilll s·ee. the Son of 
man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great, gtory. 

• G) I AUTHENTICATIN� SIGNS: I 
ZECH. 12:10 

And 1 will pour upon ·the house of David. 
and upon the 'inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace 1md of supplications: and 
they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they .shall mourn for him as 
one mourneth for [his] only [son]. and shall 
be in bitterness for him, as one that is in 
bitterness for [his] firstborn. 
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The鞘ve R龍山re Positions

PRETRIBULATIONISM

Rapture ch「ist's 「etum

MIDTRIBULATIONISM

日apture ch「ist.s return

PRE-WRATH RAPTURE

Rapture ch「ist's 「etum

Rapture Christ’s return

種nd Resurrectlon

POSTTRIBULATIONISM

Rapture
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